THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

——— —

- — e—mm— 4 R A gy B . A gy A — L

parol proof. The claimant, with his witnesses, to
appear before the commission and make out his
case, and the commission to cross-examine on
behalf of the United States.

There are several vital objections to thisscheme.
One is, the enormons extent of terrifory which
necessarily must be allotted to each commission,
even if the nmnber be increased to more than
gixty, and, consequently, the onerous charge laid
upon each claimant for pension, of traveling ex-
penses for himself and witnesses, time lost in
waiting for the action of the commission, delay
and necessary cost of living at the place ap-
pointed for the examination both for himself and
his witnesses, and the further fatal fact that no
means are provided by which he can compel the
attendance of his witnesses before the tribunal.

Many pension claimants, nay, most of them,
are in abeolute poverty ; many are widows, living
day by day upon daily labor; many are children,
without means and without support, wholly un-
able to travel fifty, one hundred, or two hundred
miles themselves, and absolutely powerless to
induce the witnesses to attend.

Take the great States of New York or Penn-
sylvania, for instance.
tricts can be formed in these, and the pensioners
or claimants for pension are scattered all over
the State, in hamlets, far off the ordinary routes
of travel, and distant from the point selected for
holding the commission, To such persons this
acheme mmounts to absolute denial of their claims.

Take, agatn, the number of claimants in each
of these districts who will be notified to appear;
and suppose that they do, in fact, appear. What
long and weary waiting, at personal expense,
before the case may be reached!

Take, again, the ordinary fact, that the indi-
vidual witnesses whose testimony is reguisite to
prove the casé, are scattered in different, widely-
separated districts, each to be examined by the
commission in each district; and thus the claim-
ant, evén if able to attend at the place of his
own residence, cannot, by possibility, attend at
the examination of his own most important wit-
nesses.

Mr. Bentley has looked at this plan, as is nat-
ural, from the side of advantage fo the Govern-
ernment only. But the pension laws were not
made for the benefit of the Government, but for
the benefit of the pensioner; and the Govern-
ment has no right to throw unnecessary obstacles
in the way of the &laimant ; especially has it no
right to crowd out the most meritorious, because
the poorest, class of claimants, by regulations
which, in pﬁohce forbid the assertion of a just
and equitable elaim, by requiring an expenditure
of time and money which their straitened means
will not allow,

If such Commissions are to be appointed, their
number must be very largely increased, and the
Commissioners must visit the pension claimants,
not compel the claimant to come to them; and
such work can gscarcely be done by any force
much less in number and expense than the pres-
ent system of examming surgeons.
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Do not go to the trouble and gxpense of exe-
cuting applications for bounty under the Equali-
zation Bill until it has become a law. As soon
as there seems to be a chance of its passage,
hordes of sharpers will be trying to get the
olaims of soldiers into théir control.  As soon as
the hill has been passed by both Houses of Con-
gress and signed by the President, a proper form
of appiication will be adopted by the accounting
officers of the Treasury Department, Any other
form than this will be valucless. Keep your dis-
<harge-papers and other documents in vour own
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hand, When the bill is passed, the subseribers
to the Nartonar Trisune will be immediately
notified, and informed as to the best course to
pursne to obtain its benefits.
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THE WEALTH OF NEW YORK.

It will sarprise most soldiers to be told that
there are three persons in New York city who
could pay the entire sum required under the
hounty bill, and still have more than half their
property left. Senator Sharon, himself, could
pay all the claims that would be presented, if
the bill was passe®. and would then be worth
fifty millions. Senator Jones could pay it all,
and have a fortune of millions.

On a single street in New York city, within
the limits of a few squares, live eighteen families
who derive fixed yearly incomes from an aggre-
gate capital of nearly two hundred and fifty mil-

lion dollars. Four of these capitalists are widows.
Mrs. A. T. Stewart is ppobably the wealthiest

woman in the world. She could pay all the
hounties twice over, and yet she is lonely and
childless. She has more dollars than there are
inhabitants in the United States, and an income
that wonld support a thousand familigs.

In a recent*publication. is gjven a list of the
wealfhiest people, on one street, in New York,
as follows:
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Mr. Rhinelander........ coovenrusoes
Marshall O. Roberts......... coceivnie cossnsces saensnnne 0,000,000
BROBOR RREIOR s vavs Garssasstiossonvtnnsos sasesrpspnbornos 5,000,000
August Belmont... s 8,000,000
Robert L. and A, c&tuart 5,000,000
Mrs. Paran Stevens.., M nn % aa Ssewa bh i -0 ST
L dre g I e e B SRS S 5,000,000
John Jacob and William Astor.... corneene 60,000,000
Nrs, A, T, Stewart.. S eI aey 50,000,000
Pierre Lorillard... G SR SRR 3.000,000
James Kernochan .. S el 2,000,000
William H. Vantlorhllt ver snsrannnneenes 10,000,000
Mrs, CAIVErt JONeS..c.ueus cernncars srvanrses srnsssaness 2,000,000
Mrs. Mary Jones... ...... Cagnnnssy 4fnqos snan e . -~ ENNRII
Mr. JAIICS GOFAON BOTNELE woresrses veros oreer. 4,000,000
Mr. Fred, Stevens.,, 10,000,000
Mr. Towis TOPATA .c0onee.. erseroeses esnes sseeneres 1,000,000
Ly e R R R A ot AN R Ly - £248,000,000

Avenue alone. It is estimated that besides
those named, there are over eighty -persons in
New York city who own, each of them, over a
million of dollars worth of property. In Phils
delphia there are said to be over fifty million-
aires. In the city of Cleveland, with a popula-
tion of only one hundred thousand inhabitants,
there are nine millionaires. In San Francisco,
there are four men, Messrs. Sharon, Flood,
(’Brien, and Mackey, who are estinfated to be
worth seventy-five millions each.

And in the face of these facts, we see it con-
tinually asserted that the country is too poor to
pay the bounty it owes its soldiers;—eight and
one-third dollars per month.
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PRESIDENT GRANT’'S GREATEST MISTAKE.

The following is the full text of the President’s
message vetoing the Equalization of Bounties
Bill, which was written on the last night of the
Forty-Third Congress, but never reached @dn-

gress:
To the House o R entalives :
House bill herewith returned without my ap-

proval, for the reason&-—
First. 'That it appropriates from the Treasury a

for the current wants ; and this & posed further drain on
the Treasury—the issue of bonds suthorized by the bill,
to a very large and indefinite amount—would seriously
embarrass the refunding operations now, pro n
whereby the interest on the bonded debt is being large y
reduced,

Second. 1 do not believe that any considerable portion
of the ex-soldiers, whom it is supposed will be the benefi-
ciaries of this appropriation, are applicants for it, but
rather it would result more in & measure for the relie? of
claim agents or middle men, who would iutervene to col-
lect and discount the bounties granted by it.

The passage of the bill at this time is inconsistent with
the measures of economy now demanded by the neces-
sities of the country. o

WASHINGTON, March 3, 1875,

S. GRANT, President.
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VETERANS OF THE MEXICAN WAR.

Several bills, nearly all of the same deseri)-
tion, have been introduced, providing for tl-
granting of pensions to veterans of the Mexican
war and their widows, The bills provide for
the placing on the pension rolls the names of the
surviving officers and enlisted men, including
militia and volunteer, of the military and nuaval
gervice of the United States, who served sixty
days in the war of 1846 with Mexico, or in the
Florida war, or in the Black Hawk war, antl were
honorably disgharged; and to such other officers
and soldiers as may have been personally named
in any resolution of Congress for any specific
service in said war, although their tern of service
may have been less than sixty days, and who
shall sabseribe an oath to support the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and the surviving
widows of such officers and enlisted men, pro-
vided, that such widows shall not have remarried.

This act does not apply to any person who is
receiving a pension at the rate of eight dollars or
more per month; nor to any person receiving a
pension less than eight dollars per month, except
for the difference between the pension now re-
ceived and that sum. Pensions under this aet
shall be at the rate of eight dollars per month,
when a person is receiving a pension of less than
eight dollars per month, and shall be paid to the
persons entitled thereto from and after the pas-
sage of this act, during«4he term of their natural
lives. ¥

Before the name of any person is placed upon
the pension-roll under this act, proof shall be
made, nnder such rules and regulations as the
Secretary of the Interia_r may preseribe, that the
applicant igentitled to such apension; and any per
son who shall falsely take any oath required to
be taken under this act shall be guilty of perjury ;
and the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to
be strigken from the pension-roll the name of
any person whenever it shall-appear, by proof
satisfactory to him, that such name was put upon
the roll through false or fraudulent representa-
tions as to the right of such person to a pension.
The loss of a certificate of discharge will not de-
prive the applicant of the benefits of this act, as
other proof of services performed and of an hon-
orable discharge, if satisfactory, will e deemed
sufficient.

The provisions of sections twelve and thirteen
of an act entitled “An act supplementary to ‘An
act to grant pensions,’” approved July 4, 1864,
and of sections two, three, and four of an act
entitled “An act supplementary to several acts
relating to pensions,” approved June 6, 1866,
shall be applicable to the pensions granted by
this aet; and no law now in existence which

in any way conflicts with the provisions of this

act shall be applicable to the survivorg of the
war with Mexico above mentioned, or to be so
construed as to de¢prive them of the benefits of
this act.

This bill is one of the most popular measures
before Congress, as is shown by the number in-
troduced in the House. Those members who
have introduced bills are Messrs. Scales, of North

large | Caroling; Felton, of Georgia; Hewitt, of Ala-

‘sum of money, at a time when the revenue is insufficient

bama; Turner and Durham, of Kentucky; Whit-
thorne and Riddle, of Tennessee; Sparks and
Fort, of Illinois; Gunter, of Arkansas; Throck-
morton, of Texas; and Luttrell, of California.

Besides this, the States of Illinois, Indiana,
Missouri, Minnesota, California, Oregon, Nevada,
Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, North Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, and Arkansas have, through
their Legislatures, instructed their Senators and
requested their Representatives to give their sup-
port to the bill.




